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Mahalo for letting us share in all your 

accomplishments this year! Please review your 

training plan and contact your FSS Coordinator  

in the New Year to discuss your progress. 

 

May the New Year bring you happiness, peace, and 

prosperity! Wishing you a joyous and successful year! 
 

 

Happy Holidays! 
 

 

 

 

The secret to 

getting ahead is 

getting started. 
~Mark Twain  

 

 
 

   

Family Self-Sufficiency 

 
City and County of Honolulu 
Section 8 Rental Assistance 
51 Merchant Street, 2nd Fl. 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
(808) 768-7090 

 

U’ilani Silva,  
Coordinator 
FSS Program 

(808) 768-7093 
usilva@honolulu.gov 

 
 

Vickie Punua-McGinnis, 
Coordinator 
FSS Program 

(808)768-7089 
vpunua@honolulu.gov 

 
 
 

 

 

mailto:usilva@honolulu.gov
mailto:vpunua@honolulu.gov


  

~ Congratulations Holly ~  
 

Holly enrolled in the Family Self-Sufficiency Program (FSS) shortly after completing 

her Bachelor’s Degree in Human Development and Family Studies at UH Manoa. She had 

been working part-time while she was in school, and was now ready to look for employment 

using her degree. Holly had three main goals when she started FSS: employment somewhere 

she could help others, to improve her financial situation, and to learn about homeownership.  

Holly started by registering with American Job Center (AJC). She created an account on 

HireNet Hawaii, uploaded her resume and met with an AJC employment counselor who 

provided her with leads and referrals. She applied for a lot of different positions and eventually 

obtained a case management position at Susannah Wesley Community Center, along with a 

part-time job as an adult education teacher assisting students toward obtaining their high school 

diplomas. Holly loves her job. She loves working with families and helping them find the 

resources they need to meet their challenges. She feels like she’s making a difference, changing 

lives and giving back to the community. 

Now that she had more income, Holly wanted to focus on improving her financial 

situation and enrolled with Hawaiian Community Assets (HCA). Holly didn’t have any credit 

cards or loans. When asked about them, she said “never again”.  She felt they were be a bad 

thing so she became an expert budgeter and learned to live on cash. After completing HCA’s 

financial education and homeownership classes, she learned that it was great not having debt, 

but cash only also meant she didn’t have any credit. And no credit can be regarded the same as 

having bad credit. Holly worked with an HCA counselor to build and improve her credit score. 

She took out a small loan with manageable repayment terms and obtained a low interest, 

rewards credit card, charging her regular monthly expenses to it. Because she knew her budget, 

she was able to pay her credit card bill in full every month. Her credit card bill along with her 

loan payments were always paid on time and she never accrued any interest charges.  

With her improved credit, Holly was able to move to a newly renovated affordable 

apartment in downtown Honolulu. She may or may not pursue homeownership but for now 

she’s thankful for everything she learned through her experience with FSS, AJC and HCA.   

Holly graduated FSS with about $25,000 in escrow.   

Congratulations Holly! Your story is an inspiration! 

 

American Job Center https://www8.honolulu.gov/dcs/workhawaii/  

HireNet Hawaii https://www.hirenethawaii.com/  

Hawaiian Community Assets https://hawaiiancommunity.net/  

Susannah Wesley Community Center https://www.susannahwesley.org/  
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Career Expo Calendar Dates  
Wednesday, January 31, 2024   9AM - 2PM  

Wednesday, April 24, 2024   9AM – 2PM  

Wednesday, July 31, 2024   9AM – 2PM  

Wednesday, October 30, 2024   9AM – 2PM  

Neal Blaisdell Exhibition Hall   
 
 

https://www.workforcehonolulu.com/  

INSTAGRAM    @HAWAIIJOBFAIRS 
 

https://www.workforcehonolulu.com/


 

 

 

 

FREE Tax Prep through VITA 
 
Thanks to certified volunteers working across the State of Hawaii, you can have your federal and state tax 

returns prepared for FREE.  Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) sites generally become available at 
the end of January and run through April. Sites accept clients by appointment only. 

 

Please check their website – www.hawaiitaxhelp.org for more information, including tax site locations. 

                                                    

http://www.hawaiitaxhelp.org/

